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A Win for Women 

The Lionesses “roar to success” was, I think, the most overused metaphor following 

the success of the England women’s football team in the European Cup final against 

Germany on Sunday 31st July.  But who cares!  It was a wonderful occasion, played in 

front of 87,000 people at Wembley, and watched by many millions on television.  

Congratulations to England and all who made their success possible, and well done to 

Germany too on a great game.  I’m sure they will be back! 

This will no doubt be a talked about moment 

for many years, and there will be many stories 

to tell.  I thought that at the end of the game, 

however, the commentators, Robyn Cowen 

and former England goalkeeper Rachel Brown-

Finnis, made an important point in recognising 

all those who had struggled over the years to 

establish the women’s game in this country.  

Some of you may not be aware that women 

were banned from playing football on Football 

Association grounds from 1921 until 1969, 

because football was considered, "quite 

unsuitable for females"!  Prior to the ban there 

had been 150 teams playing across England, 

drawing in substantial crowds.   

I realise that some of you will not be in the slightest bit interested in football; but I 

hope that we can all recognise and applaud a great achievement for women’s football, 

and therefore, by extension, the inspiration, opportunities and other benefits that will 

be forthcoming for girls and young women.  I hope that part of the legacy of this 

success will be further progress toward parity with the men’s game.  Although I also 

hope that this does not bring with it the ugly side of their game, such as obscene 

chanting and drunken violence.  Perhaps it may work the other way round, and that 

the family friendly and joyful nature of the women’s game will in fact change the 

men’s game, and in doing so improve our communities a little more. Or maybe I’m a 

dreamer? 

It is interesting how decisions made by individuals or small groups of people can 

adversely affect the lives of many people, and how their viewpoint can become 

orthodoxy.  One day someone says, women shouldn’t play football, and that’s that, 

no football for nearly fifty years!  It is how pernicious ideologies take root I suppose.  

No one questions the “authorities”, or not enough.  People are taught that they have 

a certain role in society or to “know their place,” and they feel they must comply 

because powerful people are saying it.  They may feel afraid or too intimidated to  

speak.  Family and friends may encourage them not to “rock the boat.”  

 
 
 

(Continued overleaf)  



Unitarians have often tried to be champions and pioneers of 

equality and fairness, but it has not always been an easy path.  

Sometimes we’ve fallen short of our own ideals.  Our first woman 

minister Gertrude von Petzold (pictured) met a certain amount of 

prejudice when she began her training in 1901, when “male 

students refused to have her sitting at the refectory table with 

themi”.  Eventually they were talked round by another male 

student.  I went to the same college at Oxford to do my training, it 

makes me cringe to think of that.  But it at least shows that 

change is possible if individuals stand up for what is right.  Now, 

we wouldn’t think of behaving in that way, and we are all better 

off for it.  

 

The day after that match I noticed a quote in a newspaper.  It was by feminist 

journalist and activist Gloria Steinem.  She said, “A feminist is anyone who recognises 

the equality and full humanity of women and men.”  I like this quote because it 

makes it clear that we all have responsibility to wake up to the truth, and can 

therefore all take responsibility to act against prejudice in the various forms it takes – 

of which there are many.  So, there is much to do, but if we work together who’s to 

say that we can’t score a few more goals for fairness and equality. 

I look forward to seeing you in church. 

In friendship, 

Duncan 
1 Quote taken from Ann Peart’s book Unitarian Women. If you want to find out a little 

more about Gertrude von Petzold, and other women who made substantial 

contributions to British Unitarianism, this would be a good place to start.  Hopefully 

there is a copy in the church somewhere, if not, there should be!  Ask a Trustee. 
 

 This Month 

Sunday 7th August, 10.30am Morning Service 

‘Creating Change’ - Call for Ideas and Discussion 

Hopefully, before reading this newsletter, you will have seen Janet Perkins’ e-mail ‘ URGENT: 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PULPIT COORDINATOR,’ sent to all members on 2nd August. In that e-mail 

Janet asks all who attend on Sunday 7th to bring 

with them their thoughts on new service elements 

and formats we in our congregation could create 

and introduce in response to the lack of potential 

visiting ministers. 
 

After service on the 7th tables will be set up in the 

hall for coffee and for people to share their ideas 

on how we might tackle this challenge.  
 

If you have not yet read Janet’s 2nd August e-mail, do retrieve it and do so now. It gives the full 

background and, as she stresses, “this challenge is also an opportunity”. Your thoughts can make a 

big difference.  Please come along - accompanied by your creativity - this Sunday.  



 

  

On Sunday 3rd July the majority of 

our church members decamped to 

Ditchling to participate in their first 

anniversary service since 2019, 

celebrating 324 years of their 

congregation. 

We were not the only visitors. The 

event also proved an opportunity to 

catch up with many friends from 

Godalming and Portsmouth. 

In the past Ditchling usually used the 

village hall for tea after the service. 

This year it was decided to sit outside 

the Old Meeting House in the 

sunshine – making for the warm and 

relaxed atmosphere exemplified by 

the accompanying photos. 

We owe a very special vote of 

thanks to the Ditchling congregation 

for organising an uplifting service 

and a delightful – and lavish – 

afternoon tea. 

 

 

1805 was Ditchling’s first recorded 

anniversary service and at some 

point it became known as 

‘Butterfly Sunday’.  

The story is that the visiting ladies 

in all their finery looked to the 

locals like a cloud of butterflies 

descending on the village. 

 This year Ditchling still attempted to 

continue the theme, with Duncan’s 

wife Dawn crocheting a number 

butterflies to decorate the hall and 

togive     to give to away to visitors afterwards.  

A Celebration 
in the Sunshine 

 

The Story of 

‘Butterfly Sunday’ 

 



 

Reuniting with a Dear Friend 

Contributed by Catherine Andrews 

When our well-loved former Member, Brenda, left Horsham, she went to live near her daughter 

and her son-in-law who had moved from Kent to a small village in Norfolk called Ridlington.  

 

By one of those weird coincidences, the village is, in 

fact, the same one in which my husband was born, 

and Brenda’s new home is in the nearby market 

town of North Walsham where he had attended the 

boys’ Grammar School and I had been at the girls’ 

High School.   One would have thought those were 

coincidences enough, but my sister has very recently 

moved from her own village of Happisburgh on the 

coast, not far from Ridlington, and is now happily 

settling into her new retirement apartment next 

door to Brenda’s! 

While chatting to Brenda and giving her all the 

latest church news, I mentioned that we were going 

to fell the large Thuja tree in the front garden and 

replace it with a smaller one of an ornamental 

variety.  As many of you will recall, Brenda loved 

gardening and was, therefore, keen to show me the 

tree which had been planted in the communal garden as part of Jubilee Celebrations.  Naturally, 

I couldn’t miss such a photo opportunity for one of our Summer Newsletters! 

 

 

 

                        FORTHCOMING 

FOR YOUR DIARY  

-   Saturday 17 September, 300th Birthday Celebration Event with church 

history exhibition and stalls in church and grounds 

- Sunday 9 October, Celebration of first Year of Duncan Voice’s Ministry, 

followed by Harvest Lunch in the Hall. 

C 

 
 

August coffee and chat with 

the minister (10.30am) 

Wednesdays 24
th

 and 31st 

Not scheduled 10th or 17th 
August 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

A friend indeed!  Not only did Brenda express her interest in our Thuja tree replacement but we must 

thank her for sending us a substantial cheque towards the purchase of a suitable ornamental variety. 


